

APPLICATION FORM
Pathways into and through higher education for young people in England who have had a social worker

Project outline
Research scope: This project will explore patterns of higher education access and success of young people with a social worker.
Research question: How do different groups of young people with experience of social services differ in their progression to HE compared to each other and their peers, in terms of how likely they are to go, when they go, where they go, and what happens to them after they enter HE?
Groups of interest
There are several subgroups of interest for this research project in order to facilitate comparison between different relevant groups. These include: 
· Care Leavers
· Ever in Care
· Ever classed as a children in need
· Ever subject of a child protection plan
· General population

The analysis will include individuals in further education colleges, either before, or after they turn 18.

Subgroups
Analysis will also examine patterns of access by some smaller groups, and larger groups that are otherwise classed as ‘widening participation’ by universities. Markers include:
· Special Educational Needs  
· Having ever been eligible for free school meals
· Geographic markers of disadvantage (e.g. Indices of Multiple Deprivation). Note: as POLAR is not a reliable metric for disadvantage in certain areas of the country, if it is used in this analysis, other markers must also be used in parallel).

Analysis will also explore the intersection of characteristics and how this impacts on outcomes – for example, the intersectionality of gender and ethnicity for the groups of interest. Where analyses including/considering these groups will incur additional cost, this should be articulated in the proposal’s budget as an optional component. 

Outcomes
Data will be drawn from administrative data sources as appropriate. There are several outcome measures of interest, including:
1. HE attendance (binary)
2. Average tariff of provider attended
3. Change in attendance over time (between cohorts)
4. Change in attendance over time (within cohort, over life-cycle)
5. Distance from home (or school) to provider attended
6. HE completion/success[footnoteRef:0] [0:  As defined by the Office for Students: https://www.officeforstudents.org.uk/data-and-analysis/continuation-and-transfer-rates/definitions-and-methodology/] 


Funding
This project is jointly funded by What Works for Children’s Social Care (WWCSC) and the Centre for Transforming Access and Student Outcomes (TASO). The project grant will be administered by WWCSC. 

Application and timelines
· We invite you to submit a short expression of interest using the form below.
· Please save the form using the name of your organisation.
· Submit the completed form to programmes@whatworks-csc.org.uk by 9am on Wednesday, October 14th 2020. 
· You will be informed of the outcome of your application in the w/c 26th October 2020
· The project will start in November 2020 with final reporting expected within 18 months. 

Assessment of EOIs
· Your application will be assessed by research colleagues from WWCSC and TASO.
· The strength of EOIs will be assessed on the answers you submit in sections A and B. Each section will each be scored out of 5 and then summed to provide a total score representing the strength of the application.
· We will use the budget you submit to assess the feasibility of your application.
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Expression of Interest Form
Please complete this form and submit it by email to programmes@whatworks-csc.org.uk by 9am on Wednesday, October 14th, 2020
	Lead organisation
	

	Contact name
	

	[bookmark: _gjdgxs]Contact email
	

	Contact telephone
	

	SECTION A: Relevant experience
Please provide details of the research team who would be involved in this project. Describe their proposed roles and how their skills and experience are relevant to delivering the analysis.
[500 words max]

	





	SECTION B: Proposed analysis
Please provide an overview of how you would approach the proposed analysis task, including:
· Steps you would take to link the appropriate datasets
· A high-level description of your analytical approach
· A project timeline
[2000 words max (but please do not feel you need to meet this limit)]

	





	SECTION C: Budget
You may apply for a grant of up to £125,000 to deliver this research project. Provide a budget showing how you propose to use the funding provided.
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