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[bookmark: _bspqdvbk1nog]Last week marked my 100th day at the WWC and as a team we took a moment to reflect on everything we’ve achieved so far as well as the challenges we need to keep working on. This year has been a whirlwind of activity and progress in April being no exception. My personal highlights were spending time in Kent to prepare for a Happy Healthier Professionals research project and a visit to Leeds to launch the Strengthening Families, Protecting Children programme where we will be evaluating the roll out of Leeds, North Yorkshire and Hertfordshire’s approaches to working with families. It's brilliant to be working closely with local authorities and I'm excited about times ahead.
[bookmark: _bspqdvbk1nog]I hope the updates give you further insight into a busy April at the WWC. As ever, please get in touch if you would like more info and keep up to date with us on Twitter.
[bookmark: _bspqdvbk1nog]Michael Sanders, Executive Director
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[bookmark: _bspqdvbk1nog]Practice in Need of Evidence (PINE)
[bookmark: _bspqdvbk1nog]Our new Practice in Need of Evidence programme is still open for applications. This is an opportunity for children's social care organisations to work with WWC to build an evidence base for their own practice. Every organisation has practice they are proud of, but not many have the resources and skills and do their own robust evaluation to show that it improves outcomes for children and families. Over the next year, WWC will work with organisations to increase capability and motivation to use evidence and provide tools and support for robust evaluation of promising practice. If you're interested in applying, have a look at this blog which has links to an information sheet and the application form. Or contact anna.bacchoo@nesta.org.uk to talk through your idea. 
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[bookmark: _bspqdvbk1nog]Call for organisations to join our Panel of Evaluators
[bookmark: _bspqdvbk1nog]As the Centre grows, we plan to fund an increasing number of local authorities (and other organisations) to deliver initiatives which aim to improve outcomes for children, young people and their families and to provide high quality evidence on whether these interventions are actually achieving the impact they set out to.
[bookmark: _bspqdvbk1nog]We are therefore seeking to recruit a diverse set of organisations to join our Panel of Evaluators; successful organisations will then be eligible to apply for future evaluation opportunities funded by the Centre. To apply to join the Panel of Evaluators, please submit your application by midday on Tuesday 13th May 2019. For any queries, please contact louise.reid@nesta.org.uk.
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[bookmark: _bspqdvbk1nog]The Alan Turing Institute and the Rees Centre announced as partners providing ethical review of machine learning in children’s social care
[bookmark: _bspqdvbk1nog]This month we announced The Alan Turing Institute and the Rees Centre (Department of Education, University of Oxford) as the organisations chosen to provide a review of the ethics of researching machine learning in children’s social care. This review accompanies the What Works Centre’s technical work on machine learning and ongoing engagement with the sector on the acceptability of applying machine learning in the context of children’s social care. The report is expected to be available in Autumn 2019.
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[bookmark: _bspqdvbk1nog]Jobs
[bookmark: _bspqdvbk1nog]Practice Development Manager: this role will support in our work engaging with social workers and the wider sector, supporting local authorities to develop evidence mindedness and evidence readiness, and play a leading role in our “Practice in Need of Evidence” programme, building capacity and evidence around promising practice developed by practitioners. Alongside this, the Practice Development Manager will work alongside our Research, Programmes and Operations teams across every aspect of the Centre’s work, to ensure that the voice of practice is a part of everything we do.
[bookmark: _bspqdvbk1nog]Find out more and apply.
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