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[bookmark: _ddxh59mfbnju]As the summer begins in earnest, things here at What Works for Children’s Social Care are beginning to heat up, as many of our research projects begin to build momentum. The next month will see the publication of our first tranche of interim reports from our “Change Projects” looking at devolved budgets and placing social workers in schools. We’re really excited about these, and were pleased to visit the Lambeth Academy with Nadhim Zahawi, the Minister for Children and Families, to see first hand the work that’s being done there. 
[bookmark: _ddxh59mfbnju]Alongside this, we’ve seen a huge amount of interest from partners interested in our Supporting Families, Investing in Practice Programme, and we’ve begun work with our first set of partners on “Practice In Need of Evidence”, supporting the evaluation efforts of local authorities involved in innovative practice. Later in July, we’ll also be reflecting on the first six months of the Centre’s permanent team - what’s gone well, and where we still perhaps have room for improvement. 
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[bookmark: _ddxh59mfbnju]New review live: IFPS 
[bookmark: _ddxh59mfbnju]Intensive Family Preservation Services (IFPS) are short term, intensive interventions for children that aim to keep children safely living at home, avoiding the need for an out-of-home placement. We undertook a systematic review and meta-analysis of all evaluation reports published internationally to provide evidence on the overall effectiveness of IFPS. The results were positive. IFPS are one of the best-evidenced ways of reducing care we have identified in the research literature. Both at the child level and at the family level, we found that IFPS significantly decrease the likelihood of out-of-home placement. However, it is worth noting that very few of studies reviewed were conducted in the UK. Therefore, the priority going forward should be to robustly examine the impact if IFPS in a UK context.
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[bookmark: _ddxh59mfbnju]Healthier Happier Professionals
[bookmark: _ddxh59mfbnju]We now have 26 local authorities participating in our first set of behavioural interventions investigating ways to improve social worker wellbeing. We are thrilled that our first trial on goal-setting went live on July 1st, with other trials on providing coffee machines, symbolic awards and resilience training to be launched in the coming summer months. The recruitment process for local authorities is ongoing, so if you or someone you know is interested in having their local authority involved in these trials, please do get in touch! 
[bookmark: _ddxh59mfbnju]Practice In Need of Evidence
[bookmark: _ddxh59mfbnju]It feels great to be able to say that we have announced the eight organisations we are partnering with on the PINE programme and work on some projects is already underway. We were made very welcome in the London Borough of Barking and Dagenham last week as we got to know more about their practice and how they are already using evidence. Next week we travel to Bath and North East Somerset for an Evidence Masterclass. Work to evaluate promising practice in our partner organisations will start in earnest in the autumn and we will keep you up to date on our progress. 
[bookmark: _ddxh59mfbnju]Polling
[bookmark: _ddxh59mfbnju]We want to be able to communicate with a large number of social workers quickly and easily to understand their attitudes and behaviour towards research and other key issues. We are therefore signing up as many social workers as possible for online polling. We intend to send a poll out every 2 - 4 weeks. 
[bookmark: _ddxh59mfbnju]This is a great opportunity for social workers' voices to be heard, and there's an added bonus of a free gift to say thank you!
[bookmark: _ddxh59mfbnju]Any HCPC registered social worker can sign up using the following links.
[bookmark: _ddxh59mfbnju]People who want to sign up themselves up individually and receive a £5 M&S voucher 
[bookmark: _ddxh59mfbnju]People who want to sign up a team of 6 people and receive a food hamper 
[bookmark: _ddxh59mfbnju]Recruiting Young Advisors
[bookmark: _kvpynclunxio]We are currently recruiting two Young Advisors to bring the voice of young people to WWCSC senior management team and our Board. We are looking for young people who have experienced social care and are interested in influencing the research agenda. Successful applicants will be supported to learn about WWCSC ways of working and will have regular meetings with the Chair of the Board and the management team. This is an exciting opportunity for young people to be involved in the national social work agenda. Find out more information and how to apply. 
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